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El. 24th, 1 705. 


"ACCEPT kindly the Offer of 
your Correſpondence, and chiefly, 
as it comes from You with Hearti- 
neſs, and (the beſt of Characters) 
SIMPLICITY. When this 
Diſpoſition of Heart attends our 
Searches into Learning and Phi- 
loſophy; we need not fear being 


vainj e 1b, or falling into that falſe Way of Wit- 
dom, which the Scripture calls n Pbilgſaphy. When 


the Improvement of our Minds, and the Advancement 
of our Reaſon, is all we aim at; and this only to fit 


us for a perſecter, more rational, and worthier Service 
of God; we can have no Scruples, whether or no 


the Work be an acceptable one ta Him. But where 
neither our Duty to Mankind, nor Obedience to our 
CREATOR, is any way the End or Object of our 


Studies or Exerciſes; be they ever ſo curious or ex- 
quiſite, they may be juſtly filed vain; and often the 
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vainer, for carrying with them the falſe Shew of Ex 
cellenc ce and Superiority. 


On this Account, tho there be no N. of Leam- 


more advantageous even towards Divinity, than 


Logicks, Metaphyſicks, and what we call Univerſity- 


Learning 3 yet nothing proves more dangerous to young 
Minds unforewarn'd, - or; what is worle, prepoſſeſs'd, 


with the Excellency of ſuch Learning 3 as if all Wiſ- 


dom lay in the Solution of thoſe Riddles of the 
School-Men, who, in the Jaſt Ages of the Church, 
found out an effectual Way to deftroy Religion by 


Philoſophy, and render Reaſon and Philoſophy rigicul- 


ous,” under that Garb they had put on it. If your 
Circumſtances or Condition ſuffer You to enter into the 
World by a Univerſity ; well is it for You, "oe You 
have prevented ſuch Prepoſſeſſion. 

How vn, I am not ſorry, that T lent You 


Mr. Lo CK Es Efay of Human Under/tanding 3 which 
may as well qualify for . Buſineſs and the World, as for 


the Sciences and a Univerſity. . No one has done more 
towards the Recalling of Philoſophy from Barbarity, into 


Uſe and Pradtice of the World, and into the Company 


of the better and politer Sort; Who might well be 
aſhamed of it in its other Dreſs. No one has opened a 


better or clearer- Way to Reaſoning. And above all, I 


wonder to hear him cenſured ſo much by any Church 


of ExcLanp-Men, for advancing Reaſon, and bring- 


ing the Uſe of it O much into Religion; when it is by 


this only that we fight againſt the Enthufi a/ts, and repel 


the great Enemies of our Church. Tis by this Weapon 
alone that we combat thoſe /7/4or2ries, who in the laſt 
Age broke ip fo fqully upon us, and are now. ( pretengd- 


edly at leaſt) eſteemed ſo terrible and dangerous. 


By T tho' I am one of thoſe, who in theſe truly 


| happy Times eſteem our Church as wholly out of Danger ; 
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yet ſhould we hearken to thoſe Men, who diſclaim this 
Uſe of Reaſon in Religion, we muſt lay our ſelves open 
afreſh to all Phanaticks. For what elſe is PHANATICISM ? 
Where does the Streſs of their Cauſe lie? Are not their 
| unintelligible Motions of the Spirit; ; their une xpreſſible 
pretended Feelings, Apprehenſions, and Lights within; 
their Inſpirations in Prophecy, extempore Prayer, Preach- 
ing, Sc. are not theſe, I fay, the Foundations, on which 

they build their Cauſe ? Are not our cold dead Reaſoniings, 
(as they call them, ) a Reproach and Stumbling-Block to 
them ; if you will believe their Leaders, who are inſtantly 
cut off from all their Pretences to Gifts and Spirits, and 
- Super-natural Graces ; if they are once brought to the 
Teſt of cool Reaſon and deliberate Examination? And 
can we thus give up our Cauſe, by giving up Reaſon ? 
Shall we give them up our TiLLoTSONS, our 
BAR RO WIS, our CHILLINGWORTHS, our 
HaMmMo pos? For what leſs is it to give up this Way 
of Reaſon ſo much decry'd by thoſe Condemners off Mr. 
Locke? But ſuch is the Spirit of ſome Men in Con- 
troverſial Matters. A certain noted Clergy-man of Learn- 
ing and Ability, and reputed Zeal, a great Enemy of Mr. 
Lock, has (as I am lately told) tum'd rigid Calvinif, 
as to all the Points of Pyedeſtination, Free. Grace, Ec. and 
not only this Clergy- man, but ſeveral more in the Univer- 
ſity of that high Party, who ran as high in Oppoſiticn 
to CALVIVISM but one Reign or two fince. The 
Reaſon of this is but too obvious. Our Biſhops and 
Dignify'd Church-men, ( the moſt worthily and juſtly 
Dignify'd of any in any Age, ) are, as they ever were, 
inclinable to Moderation in the high Calviniftick Points. 
But they are alſo inclinable to Moderation in other Points. 

Hinc ille Lachryme. | 

E HEY are for Toleration, inviolable Toleration 3 * 

(as our Qy E £ N nobly and Chr; Mianq faid it, in her 
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able with our high Gentlemen, who deſpiſe the Gentle- 
"neſs of their Lord and Maſter, and the ſweet mild Go- 
vernment of our Qy ER x, preferring rather that abo- 


minable Blaſphemous Repreſentative of Church Power, 


attended with the worft of Temporal Govemments, as we 
ſee it in Perfection of each Kind in FRANCE. From 


this, and from its Abettors of every Kind and in every 


Way, I pray Go p deliver us, whilſt we are duly thank- 


ful for what in his Providence he has already done to- 
wards it, and to the Happineſs and Glory of our excellent 
Queen and Country. So farewel. I am your good 


Friend to ſerve you, 
S*.) 
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"My 10th, 1 707. 


INCE your | Diſpoſition inclines you fo ſtrongly to- 
Wards Univerſity-Learning; and your found Exer- 
ciſe of your Reaſon, and the Integrity of your Heart, 
give good Aſſurance againſt the narrow Principles, and 
contagious Manners of thoſe corrupted Places, whence all 
noble and free Principles ought rather to be propagated ; 
I ſhall not be wanting to you on my Part; when, I ſhall 
ſee the Fruit of your Studies, Lite, and Converſation, 
anſwerable to thoſe good Seeds of Principles you ſeem 
to carry in you. : 

TI am glad to find your Love of Redken and free 
Thought. Your Picty and Virtue, I know, you will al- 
ways keep; eſpecially fince, your Deſires and natural In- 
clination are towards fo ſcrious a Station in Life, which 

others 


e « , k x W n 
* 5 © 5, q the p 4 4 WE 5 7 
7 « oy 
: & . — K 7 
« N * 3 4 mes GOTTA 8 


to ſerve you, 


Ti. HH. eee iii N 


* 


8 
others undertake too ſlightly, and without examining 
their Hearts. 


Pray GOD direct you, Fan's conflrni your good 


Reginnings, and in the Practice of Virtue and Religion 3 
aſſuring your ſelf, that the higheſt Principle, which is che 
Love F Go d, is beſt attained not by dark Speculations and 
 Monkiſh Philoſophy, but by moral Practice, and Love of 


Mankind, and a Study of their Intereſts; The chief of 
which, and that which only raiſes them above the Degree 


of Brutes, is Freedom of Reaſon in the Learned World, 


and good Government and Liberty in the Civil World. 
Tyranny in one is ever accompanied, or ſoon followed, 
bs Tyranny in the other. And. when Slavery is brought 
upon a People, they are ſoon reduced to that Baſe and 
Brutal State, both in their Underſtandings and Morals. 
Tau Zeal therefore for Go b, or Religion, muſt 
be ſupported by real Love for Mankind: And Love 


of Mankind cannot conſiſt but with a right Knowledge 


% 


of Man's great Intereſts, and of the only Way and 


Means, ( that of Liberty and Freedom,) which Go p 
and Nature has made neceſſary and eſſential to his Manly 
Dignity and Character. They therefore, who betray theſe 
Principles, and the Rights of Mankind, betray Religion, 
Even {6 as to make it an Inſtrument againſt it ſelf. 
Bur I muſt have done, and am your good Friend 
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LETTER III. 


November 19th, 1507. 


| N LY, if 8 | Heart correſpond intirely with 


your Pen; and if you Aa feel thoſe good 
Principles 
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Principles yon have exprefs'd ; I cannot hut have a Brent 
Increaſe of Kindneſs and Eſteem for you. 
IMA IN E not, that I ſupect you of ſo mean 2 
Thing, as Hypoctiſy or affected Virtue : I am fully 
fatisfied you mean and - intend what you write. But 


alas! the Misfortune of Youth, and not of Youth merely, 
but of Human Nature, is ſuch, that it is a thouſand 


Times eaſier to frame the higheſt Tdea's of Vittue and 
Goodneſs, than to practiſe the leaſt Part. And perhaps 


| this is one of the chief Reaſons, \ why Virtue is fo ill 
practiſed; becauſe the Impreſſions, which ſeem ſo ſtrong 


at firſt, are too far rely'd on. We are apt to think, that 
What appears ſo fair, and ſtrikes | us lo forcibly, at the firſt 
View, will ſurely hold with us. We launch forth into 


Speculation 3 and after a Time, when we look back, and 


ſee how flowly Praftice comes up to it; we are the 
ſooner led to Deſpondency, the higher we had carried 


bur Views before, 


REMEMBER, therefore, to 3 your elf within 


due Bounds ; and to adapt your Contem plation to what 
You are capable of practiſing. For there is a Sort of Spi⸗ | 


ritual Ambition: And in reading thoſe truly Divine 


Authors, whom you have ſometinies cited to me, I have 


obſerv'd many to have miſcarried by too fervent and 


eager a Purſuit bf fuch Perfection. 


GL ap I am, however, that you are nöt one of thoſe 


dull Souls, that are uncapable of any Spiritual Refine- 
ment. I rejoice to ſee you raiſe your {elf above the Rank 


of ſordid and ſenſual Spirits, who, tho" ſet apart and de- 
ftin'd to ' Spiritual; underſtand fot, © that there is any 
Thing Preparatory to it, beyond a little Scholarſhip and 
Knowledge of Forms. I rejoyce to ſee, that you think 
of other Preparations, and another Diſcipline of tlie Heart 
and Mind; than what is thought of amongſt that indelent 
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vod ar ſenſible, I perceive, that there is anothe? 
Sort of Study, a profoutider Meditation, which becomes 
thoſe, who are to ſet an Example to Mankind; and fit 
themſelves to expound and teach thoſe ſhort and ſi ummaly 


Precepts, and Divine Laws, deliver d to us in politive 
Commands by our Sacred Lois i Aro 


Tis our Buſineſs, and of all; as many as are ralfed 


in Knowledge above the poor illiterate and laborious 
Vulgar, to explain, as far as poſlible; the Reaſons of 


thoſe Laws; their Conſent with the Law of Nature; 
their Snitablenefs to Sdeiety; and to, the Peace, Happi- 
neſs, and Enjoyment of our ſelves. Tis there alone that 
we have need of Recourſe to Fire and Brimſtone, and 


what other Puniſhments the Divine Goodneſs ( for our 
Good) has condeſcended to threaten us with i where 
the Force of theſe Arguments cannot prevail. 


Ov « Buſineſs within bur ſelves} is to ſet our ſelves 
Free, according to that perfect Law of Liberty, which 
we are bid 4% Jook into. And I am delighted to read 


| theſe Words from you, viz. that wt are made to con- 


template and love Go b intirely, and with a rite and 
OP Love. But this, you well fee, is a Myſtery 
too deep for thoſe Souls, whom you converſe with, 
and fee around you: They have ſcarce heard - of what 
it is to combat with their Appetites and Senſes. They 
think themſelves ſufficiently juſtify'd, as Men 5 and ſuf- 
ficiently qualified, as Holy Men, and Teachers F RR Li- 
GioN; if they can compaſs Matters, by Help of Cir- 


eumſtances and outward Fortune, fo as happily to re- 


ſtrain theſe Luſts and Appetites of theirs within the 


| Bounds of ordinary Human Laws. Hence thoſe Allure- 


ments of external Objefts (as you well remark) they 
are ſo far from declining, that they rather raiſe and 
advance them by all poſſible Means, without Fear of 
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adding Fuel to their inflam'd Deſires, in a Heart, which 
can never burn towards G o op, till thoſe other Fires 
are extinct. | 
Gop grant, that ſince you know this better Way, 

this chaſte and holy Diſcipline, you may {till purſue it, 
with that juſt and pious Jealouſy. over your own Heart, 
that neither your Eyes, nor any of your Senſes, may be 
led away to ſerve themſelves, or any Thing, but that 
CREATOR, who made them for his Service, and i in 


whom alone is Happineſs and Reſt. 


I wis# you well, and ſhalt be glad to hear ill 


of you. = . 


wre engere 0 
| IL. ET TER IV. 


April 2d, 1708. 


11 AVE ener yours u every Week, and am highly | 
ſatisſied with your Thoughts; not doubting but 
, are truly your own and natural, as well as your 


Manner of Expreſling them : For in this I would have 


vou keep an intire Freedom, and deliver your Senti- 
ments ſtill nakedly, and without Art or Ornament. For 
it is the Heart J look for: And tho' the Ornaments 


of Style are what you are obliged to ſtudy and practiſe 


on other Occaſions 3 the leſs you regard em, and the 
greater Simplicity you diſcover in writing . privately to 
my ſelf, the greater my Satisfaction is; and the more 
becoming the Part you have to act. | 

I was particularly pleas'd with yout Thoughts and 
Reaſonings dt CHRISTIAN PIB EAT, and the 
Leal you ſhew for that noble Principle, by which we 


E 
ceaſe to be Slaves and Drudges in Religion; and, by 
being reconciled to our Duty, and to the Excellence 
of thoſe Precepts and Injunctions, which tend abſolutely 
to our Good and Happineſs in every Reſpect, we be- 
come liberal Servants and Children of Go p. 

A Minvp thus releaſed and ſet at Liberty, if it once 
Tees its real good. will hardly be deprived of it, - or 
diſhearten'd in the Purſuit, whatever Diſcouragement 
ſurrounds it. Tis the inward Enemy alone. can ſtop it. 
F or when a Ming, ſet free from voluntary Error, and 
felf-darkening Conceit, aſpires to what is generous and 
deſerving ; nothing, but what is vile and ſlayiſh from 
within, can deaden it: Nothing, but a baſe Love of 
inward Slavery, and an Adherence, to, our. Vices and 
Corruptions, is able to, effect this. 

Ix ſome, who are horridly degenerate, this Submiſſion 
is wholly voluntary. Self. Interoſt leads them; whether 
it be a private one of their own; or in Society and 
Confederacy with ſome Faction or Party, to the Sup- 

rt of Temporal Ends. In this Caſe it carries a ſpeei- 

| ous Shew of Publick Good; whether it be in Cyurcn, 
er STATE. And thus it is often the Occaſion of an 
open Denyal of Reaſon, and of a bare-fac'd Oppoſition 
to the glorious Search of TRUTH. | 

IN others 'tis mere Sloth and Lazyneſs, or ſordid | 
Appetite and Luft, which bringing them under the : 
Power of Sin and Ignorance, fits them for Political 
Servitude by Moral Proſtitution. For when the Tyranny 
of Luft and Paſſion can be indulgently permitted, and 
even eſteem'd a Happineſs ; ; no wonder if Litkrty of 
Thought be in little Eſteem. Every Thing Civil or Spi- 
ritual of this Kind muſt needs be diſregarded, or rather 
look d upon with Jealouſy and Apprehenſion. 

Fox one Tyranny ſupports another : One Slavery 


begs and miniſters to another. Vice miniſters to Super- 
| OE RS ſtition 3 
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ſlition; and a gainful Miniſtreſs ſhe is: Superſtition, on on 


the other Hand, returns the Kindnefs, and will not be 
urgrateful. Superſtition ſupports Perſecution, and Per- 


ſecution Superſtition. „ 
Vics and Intemperance i is but an inward beben 


tion. Tis here the Violence begins. Here Truth is 


firſt held is Unr ighteogneſs, and the recav, Reaſon, 
the knatable, the intelligible, the Divine” Part is perſe- 
guted and impriſon d. Thoſe, who ſubmit to this Ty- 


ranny, in time, not only come to like it, but plead 
for it, and think the ow of Virtue hr and | 
_ againſt Nature. on Foes 


'So in the abſolute Governments of the World: 
Nations, that ſubmit to Arbitrary Rule, love even their 
Form of Government; if one may call that a Form, 
which is without any, and, like Viee it ſelf, knows 


neither Law nor Order. 


In this State the Mind helps form ard the ill Work. 
For when Reaſon, as an Antagoniſt to Vice, is become 
an inward Enemy, and has once loſt her Intereſt with 
the Soul, by oppoſing every Favourite Pafſio Fon ; ſhe will 
then be ſoon expell d another Province, and lie under 
Suſpicion for every Attempt ſhe makes upon the Mind. 
She is preſently miſcall d and abusd. She is thought 


Notional in the Underſtanding, Whinfical * in Company, 


Seditious in the State, Heretical i in the Church. Even 


in Philoſophy, her own proper Dominions, ſhe is look'd 
upon as none of the beſt Companions: And here alſo 


Authority is reſpected as the moſt convenient Guide. 
Tr1s we find to be the Temper of certain Places 


where Wit and Senſe, however, are not wanting, 


nor Learning of 4 certain Kind. So that what is at 
the Bottom of all this, is eaſily ſeen by thoſe, who 


ee thoſe Places, and can but make uk of their Eycs, 


Ly obſerve Manners ang Morals. 
718 
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| tT1s pretty viſible indeed, that the Original of all 
js in thoſe ſordid Vices of Sloth, Lazynels, and In: 
emperance. This makes way for Ambition: F or how. 
ſhould theſe be ſo illuſtriouſly maintaingd and yindicateds 
without large temporal Power, and the Umbrage of Au- 
thority? Hence it is, that thoſe Mother Vices are ſo in- 
dulgently treated in thoſe Places; and that Temperance 
and Virtue are look'd upon with an evil Eye, as Pha- 
natically inclind. For who, that is morally free, and has 
aſſerted his inward Liberty, can fre T1 ruth thus held, 
Reaſon and Ingenuity ſuppreſs d, without ſame ſecret 
Abhorrence and Deteſtation ? | "De. 
Bur this you are happily appriz'd of; nor can you 
miſcarry, or be turn'd aſide by Iinpoſture, or aſſuming 
Formality and Pride of any Kind. You know your 
Liberty : Uſe it, and be free. Hut uſe it 'as. becomes 
you ; with all due Meckneſs and Submiſſion, as to out- 
ward Carriage. Tis the inward Man, that is to be re- 
liev'd and reſcu'd from his Chains. Others need not 
your Admonition : Nor is this your Duty; but far con- 
 trary. Preſerve your {elf from the Contagion, and tis 
enough: A great Taſk it is; and will appear ſo to 
you; if you are hearty 'in it, and concern'd for the. 
Thing it jelf, not the Appearance. For the Inclination 
towards Rebuke, and Redtifying of others, which feels 
lice Zeal in us, is often the Deceit of Pride and Self- 
conceit, which finds this Way to ſcreen it ſelf, and 
manage undiſcavered. + i CY 

KEEP your Virtue and Honeſty to your ſelf; For 
if it be truly ſuch, it will be in no Pain for being 
kept ſecret. And thus you may be fafe, and in due 
Time, perhaps, uſeful alſo to others. Learn to Di- 
courſe and Reaſon with your ſelf, or, as you honeſtly 
do, in Letters to me. Trouble not others; nor be pro- 
vok d ta ſtew your Sentiments, and | betray noble and 


B 3 generous 
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thing can be ſuperadded to it. And. even Heaven it 


| CI 
generous Truths to ſuch, as can neither bear th 
Fe thoſe, whom they ſuſpect to bein Polſefion of 
em. 
Min p that, which is the via of all, Liberty : 
And ſubdue early your own ' Femper and Appetites, 
"Twill then be Time for higher Speculations, whey 


_ thoſe wandring Imaginations, vain Conceits, and wanton 


Thoughts of Youth, are mortify'd and ſubdu d. Reli- 


gion then will have no Enemy oppoſed to her; and, 


in ſpite of Superſtition, and all Spiritual Tyrannies of the 
World, will ſoon be found a joyful Taſk, the pleaſant- 
eſt of all Lives, ou other, than as commonly repre- 
ſented. £08 | 

Loox chiefly to this Praftice: For this is always 
permitted you. This you can be imploy d in every 
Hour; even when Books and Privacy are deny'd you, 


and Buſineſs and Attendance requir'd. The more you 


are a Servant in this Senſe, the more you willl par: 
take of that chief Liberty, which is learnt by Obedi- 


ence and Submiſſion. And thus even they, who per- 


haps, «by their Haughtineſs and Harſhneſs, would render 
you a Slave, and awe you into Servile Thoughts, will 
moſt of all contribute to your Manumiſiion; if by their 
fad Example, they teach you (in Meekneſ Rill and 
Humility .) to deteſt the more their narrow, perſecuting, 
and bitter Spirit, ſupported by their Vices; and ſhew 
you evidently. that great Truth, that Tyranny can never 
be exercisd, but by one, who is already a Slave. 

B E aſſured therefore, that where the Heart diſ- 
dains this Original Corruption, the: Mind will be its 
Friend; and by delivering it from all Spiritual Bon- 
dage, will qualify it for a further Progreſs ; rewarding 
Virtue by it ſelf. For f Vir TVE there can be 15 
REWA R D, tut of the ſame Kind with it elf: No- 
ſelf 


* 


2 >, 
Tetf ein be vo other, than the Addition of Grice. 
to Grace, Virtue to Virtue, and Knowledge to Know- 


_— ledge; by which we may ſtill more and more com- 


prehend the chief Via TRE, and higheſt Excellence, 
#be Giver and Diſpenſer of AL L: To whom I com- 
mit yous and pray your Studies may be effectual. So. 


Farewel. 


1. K T T EE TV, 
January 28th, 1 70? 


WAS that Morhing thinking with my ſelf what 
was become of you; and almoſt reſolv'd to have 


Fou inquired of at your Father's; when I received your 
very ſurprizing Letter, which brought ſo good an Ac- 


count of your ſelf, and a Proof how well you had ſpent 
Four Time, during this your long Silence. 

"Twas Providential, ſurely, that I ſhould happen 
bnce to ſpeak to you of the Greek Language; when 
you aſked. concerning the Foundations of Learning, and 
the Source and Fountain of thoſe Lights we have, whe- 
ther in Morality or Divinity. It was not poſlib * 4 ſor me 
to anſwer you deceitfully or ſlightly. I could not but 
point out to you where the Spring-Head lay. But as 
well as I can remember; I bad you not be diſcouraged: 
For. by other Channels, derived from thoſe Fountains, Yoy 
would be ſufficiently ſupply'd with the Knowledge ne- 
ceſſary for the folema Character, that lay before 


You. 


You | hearkened t to me, it ſeems, * great * 
tion and Belief; and did reſolve to take no middle 


Way. But lide could 1 have thought, that Leu dar d 
| 10 
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tw * f 
10 hae made your Attempt on the other Side, inflead | 
of drawing in your Forces, and collecting your Strength 
and the Remainder of your precious Time, for what lay | 
on this hither Side. But fince Gov would have iv 
ſo; ſo be it: And I pray Go p Proſper You in your 
dating Attempt, and bleſs You with true Modeſty and 


Simplicity in all the other Endeavours and Practices of 


your Life, as You have Had Courage and mighty * 
neſs in this one. 5 
Au p ſoz indeed, it may naturally happen, by FE 


fame good Providence; fince at the Inſtant that You 


began this Enterprize, You have fallen into ſuch excel- 
lent Reading. And if, as You ſliew by your Letter, 
SI1MPLICIUS'S Comment be your Delight; even that 
alone is a ſufficient Earneſt of your Sou/'s Improvement; 
2s well as of your Mind's; if ſuch a Diſtinction may 
well be made: For alas! All that we call Improve- 
inent of our Minds, in dry and enipty Speculation ; all 
Learning or Whatever Elſe, eirher in Theology or other 
Science, which has not a direct Tendency to render us 
honefter, milder, juſter, and better, is far from being 
juſtly fo call'd. And even all that Philoſophy, which is 
built on the Compariſon and Compounding of Ideas, 
complex, implex, reflex, and all that Din and Noiſe 
of Metaphyſicks 3 all that pretended Study and Science 
df Nature call't Natural Philoſophy, Ariſtotelean, Carte- 
Fan, or whatever elſe it be; all thoſe high Contem- 
plations of Stars and Spheres and Planets ; and all the 
other inquiſitive curious Parts of Learning, are ſo far 
from being neceſſary Improvements of the Mind, that 
without. the utmoſt Care they ſerve only to blow it up. 


in Conceit and Folly, and render Men . ſtiff in 
their Ignorance and Vices. | 


AND this brings into my Thoughts a fall piece of 
true Learning, which I think is generally bound up 
with: 


df CR —— 


CW3-- 

with S14PLIGC1Us and EptcTt tvs. Tis 
the Table, (or Picture,) of CzBx5 the Sicrdtichy and 
elder Diſciple of PL. a/To: This golden Piece I would 
have You ſtudy; and have by Heart; the Greek too 
being pure and excellent. And by this Picture You 
will better underſtand my Hint, and know the true 
Learning from that, which falſly paſſes under the Name 
of Wiſdom and Science. 
As for the Divine PLA TOS I would not with 
You, as yet, to go beyond a Dialogue or two and let 
thoſe be the Firff and Second ALC I BIA DRS. For now 
I will direct and aſſiſt You all I can; that Vou may gra- 
dually proceed, and not meet with Stumbling- Blocks in 
your Way, or what inſtead of erm. may re- 
tard Vou. | 

RA p theſe Pieces again and again. Suſpend fot 4 
while the Reading of Erierfgrus: And read of 
Marcus AnToNninus only what you perfectly 
underſtand. Look into no Commentator ; tho? he has two 
very Learned Ones, GATAKER, and Casaugon: 
And by no means ſtudy or fo much as think on any of 
the Paſſages, that create any Difficulty or Heſitation: 
But, as I tell You, keep to the plain and eaſy Paſſages, 
which You may mark or write out, and ſo uſe on Occa- 
fion, as You walk or go about. For I reckon You are 4 
good Improver of your Time, and that You manage 
every Moment to Advantage; elſe You could never have 
thus ſuddenly advanc'd fo far as You have done. 

Bur, in this Caſe, You muſt take care of your Health: 
by moving and ufing Exerciſe; which makes me ſpeak 
of Walking: For the Mind muſt ſuffer, in ſome Senſes 
when the Body does: And Students, who ate over eager; 
and neglect this Duty, hurt both their Health and Temper; 
The latter of which has a fad Influence on their Minds; 
And makes them Uk ill Veſſels, four whatever is put into 
E them; 


a C7: 18 b 
them, tho? of ever ſo good a Kind. F, or never do we ond. 
need a juſt Chearfulneſs, good Humour, or Alacrity of Mind, 
than when we are contemplating Gov and VIR Tux. 
So that it may be aſſign d as one Cauſe of the Auſterity 
and Harſhneſs of ſome Men's Divinity, that in their Ha- 
bit of Mind, and by that very moroſe and four Temper, 
which they contract with their hard Studies, they make 
the Idea of GOD fo much after the Pattern of their 
born bitter Spirit. 
Bur, as I was ſaying concerning yonr Progreſs; 'tis 
better for Vou to read in a ſmall Compaſs what is good and 
excellent, and of eaſy Conception, (without Stop or Dif 
ficulty, as to the Speculation) than to read nuch in many. 
Ano having thus confin'd Yon, as to three of your 
Authors mentioned, and ſet your Bounds; I proceed to 
the Fourth, which is Lucian; with whom, for a very 
different Reaſon, I would have You alſo read but here and 
there. For tho! he is one of the politeſt of Writers of the 
latter Age; he only has ſet himſelf out like the Fay in 
the Fable, with the Spoils of thoſe excellent and Divine 
Works by Way of Dialogue; (which was the Way, that 
antiently all the Philoſophers wrote in; ) moſt of which 
Works are now loſt and periſhed: And I fear the true 
Reaſon why Lucian was preſerved, inſtead of any 
of the other, was becauſe of the Envy of the Chriſtian 
Church, which ſoon began to be ſo corrupt; and finding 
this Author to be ſo truly profane, and a Scoffer of his own 
and all Religions, they were contented to bear his Immo- 
rality and diſſolute Style and Manners, only for the Sitis- 
faction of ſeeing the Heathen Religion ridicul'd by a Hea- 
then, and the good and pious Writers ( unjuſtly ſtyl'd pro- 
Fane) moſt monſtrouſly abus d by 4 Wretch, who was truly 
the moſt profane and impious ; and who, at the fame 


Time, even in the Pieces that are left of him in the fame | / 
Book, treats both M QSES and our SAVIOUR, and the # 
whole 
[# 


Co 25 


* Whole Chriſtian Religion as 8 as he * his 


own. Therefore, as his Dialogues of his Courtezans are 


- horridly Vicious and Licentious, and againſt all good Man- 
ners; and as his Dialogues of the God's are mere Buffoonry, 


and his Abuſe of PLA To, So RATES, and the reſt 
of thoſe Divine Heathens as unjuſt and wicked, as really 
they are mean and ridiculous; I would not by any means 


have You to learn Greet at ſuch a Coſt. There are ſome 
' Dialogues bound up, which are not of LIAN“: And 
| theſe are the beſt. One concerning the Cynicks (whom 


he elſewhere ſo abuſes) is of that Number, as I take 


it: And ſome plealant Treatiſes there are beſides, all in 
pure Greek. 


B r here is the great and eſſential Matter of the laſt 


- Conſequence to our Souls and Minds, to keep them from 
the Contagion of Pleaſure. And to ſhew You, that I am 
not by this an Imitator of the ſevere Aſcetick Monaſtirh 

Race of Divines, or an Admirer of any Thing, that looks 


like Reſtraint in Knowledge, or Learning, or Speculation z 


| conſider of this that I am going to ſay to You; and 
carry your Reflection as far back, as to that firſt little Ghim- 
mering of Ingenuity, which ſhew'd it ſelf in You in your 
Childhood; I mean the Art of Painting. Had You been 


to have made one of thoſe Artiſts of the nobler Kind, wha 


paint Hiſtory, and Actions, and Nature; and had You 


been ſent by me into IT AL yr, or elſewhere, to learn the 
Style and Manner of the great Maſters ; what Advice, think 
you, ſhould I have given you? I fay, what Advice? 
not as a Chriſtian, or Philoſopher, or Man of Virtue; but 


merely as a Loyer of the Art; ſuppoſing J had even been 
of a very vicious Life; and had had no other End in 


ſending you abroad, than to have procur'd Pictures, and 
have got you a Maſterly Hand in that Kind, and to 


have employ'd afterwards for my own, Uſe, and for the 
Ornament of my Houſe: Moſt certainly my Advice muſt 


C 2 have 
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have been this: ( And thus any other Maſter o or Patroa 
of Common Senſe would have accoſted you : ) 

« You are now going to learn what is Excellent and 
„ Beautiful in the way of Painting. You will go Where 
% there are many Pictures of many different Hands, and 
quite contrary in their Manner and Style. Vou will 
« find many Judges of different Opinions: And the worſt 
4% Maſters, the worſt Pieces, the worſt Styles and Man- 
& ners, will have their Admirers. How is it you ſhould 
« form your Reliſh? By what means ſhall you come to 
te have a right Admiration your ſelf, and praiſe and imi- 
te tate only what is truly exquiſite and good in the Kind! 
« If you follow your ſudden Fancy and Bent; if you fix 

% your Eye on that, which moſt ſtrikes and pleaſes you at 
4 the firſt Sight; you will moſt certainly never come to 
e have 4 goed Eye at all. You will be led aſide, and have 
© a florig, gay, fooliſh Fancy; and any lewd tawdry Piece 
e of Dawbing will make a ſtronger Impreſſion on you, than 
* the moſt Majeſtick chaſte Piece of the ſobereſt Maſter ; 
« and 2 FLEMISH, or a FRENCH Manner will 
% more prevail with you, than a true ITALIAN, 
„How ſhall we do then in this Caſe? Why 
& even thus: (For what Way is there elſe?) Make it a 
% ſolemn Rule to your ſelf, to check your own Eye and 
Fancy, which naturally leads to Gaiety; and turn it 
« ſtrongly on that, which it cares not at firſt to dwell 
% upon. Be ſure that you paſs by on every Occaſion, 
% whatever little idle Piece of a negligent looſe Kind may 
& be apt to detgin your Eye; and fix your ſelf upon the 
< nobler, more Maſterly, and ſtudied Pieces of ſuch, as 
„were known VIX ruosos, and admired by all 
6 ſuch. If you find no Grace or Charm at the firſt 
Is Looking; 3 look on; continue to obſerve all, that you 
#6 poſſibly can: And when you have got one Glimgſes 
be atone Barna, back bo br 
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ING. This is the 


ca) 


& till you have work'd your ſelf into a right T AST I 


« and form'd a Reliſh and Underſtanding of wn! * 
truly Beautiful in the Kind ”, 


THis is what any ordinary Maſter or Patron We 
mon good Senſe would have faid to you, upon your En- 
terprize on Painting: And this is what I now fay to you, 
on your great way on KNowLEDGE and LEARN - 

eaſon I cry out to you againſt Plea- 
fure; to beware of thoſe Paths, which lead to a wrong 


| Knowledge, a wrong Judgment of what is ſupremely 


BeauvTIiFuL 474 Goop. 

You Endeavour and Hops i is to know Gov and 
Goodneſs, in which alone there is true Enjoyment and 
good. The Way to this is not to put out your Eyes, 
or hood-wink your ſelf, or lie in the Dark, expecting to 
ſce Viſions. No, you need not apologize for your {elf, 
(as you do, ) for deſiring to read OR1GE N, the good 
Father, and beſt of all thaſe they call ſo. You ſhall not 
only, by my Conſent, read Ox 10 EN, but even Cx 1- 
sus himſelf, who was 4 Heathen, and writ zealouſly 
gzainſt the Chriſtians, whom Ox iN defends. So 
far am I from bidding you fly Heretical, or Heathen 
Books, where good Manners, Honeſty, and fair Reaſon 
ſhew themſelves. But where Vice, ill Manners, abuſive 
Wit, and Buffoonry appear ; the Prejudice is juſt : Pro- 
nounce againſt ſuch Authors ; fly them, and condemn 
them. | 

PRESERVE your ſelf, and * your Eye and 
Judgment clear. But if the Eye be not open to all fair 


and handſome Spectacles, how fhould you learn what 


is fair and handſome ? You would praiſe Gop: But 
how would you praiſe him? And for what? Know 
you, as yet, What true Exeellence is? The Attributes, 
as you call them, which you have learnt in your Cate- 
chin, or in the higher Schools of the School-men and 

C 3 Dirines; 
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VDurines . the Attributes, I fay, of JusTicx, Goo p- 
NESS, Wispon, and the like, are they really under- 
Hood by you? Or do you talk of theſe by rote? If 
ſo; what is this but giving Wards to Gop, not Praiſe, 


nor Honour, nor Glory? If the AyosTL E appeals to 
whatſoever is lovely, whatſoever is hone? (or comely, ) 
whatſoever is Virtue, or Praiſe-Worthineſs ; how ſhall we 
underſtand his Appeal, till we have ſtudied ? --------- Or 


do we know theſe Things from our Cradles For ſince 


we were Men, we never vouchſaf'd to inquire; but took 


for granted that we were knowing i in the Matter: Which 


yet, without Philoſophy, tis impoſſible we ſhould be. 


So that when, without Philoſophy, we make uſe of theſe 
high Terms, and praiſe Go p in theſe Philoſophical Cha- 
rafters ; we may be very good, and pious, and well- 


meaning 3 but indeed we are n better than Parrots 


en Devotion. 


T o return ee to a Piaure, and the 3 


I am to give you in your Study of that great and 


M,aſterly Hand, which has drawn all Things, and ex- 
hibited this great Mgqfter-Piece of NAT u RE, this World 
or Univerſe. The Firſt Thing is, that you prepare and 


clear your Sight; that your Eye be Simple, pure un- 
corrupted, and ready and fit to receive that Light, which 
is to ſhine into it. This is done by Virtue, Meekneſs, 
Modeſty, Sincerity. And Way being thus made, your 


| Reſolution ſtanding towards T RUTH, and you being 


conſcious to your ſelf, that whilſt you ſeek Truth, you 
cannot offend the Gop of Truth; be not afraid of view- 


ing all and comparing a//. For without Compariſon 


of the Faje with the Trae, of the Ugly with the Beaute- 


ous, of the Dark and obſcure with the Bright and ſhin- 


ing, we can meaſure nothing, nor apprehend any thing 


that is excellent. We may be as well Pagan, Heathen, 


| Turk, wy thing elſe; if being at ConSTANTI- 


 NOPL E, 


E 


N 0er E, IsPANAN, or  Giicwnr the Scat of any 


great Empire is, we refuſe to look on Chr! i/tian Authors, 
or hear their ſober Apologiſts, as being contrary to the 
Hiſtory impoſed on us, with an utter Deſtruction and 


Cancelling of all other Hiſtory or Philoſophy whatſoever. 
Bur this Fear being ſet aſide, which is ſo wholly 
unworthy of Go p, and ſo debaſing to his Standard of 
Reaſon, which he has placed in us; our next Concer 


is to look impartially into all Authors, and upon all 


Nations, and into all Parts of Learning and Human 
Life; to ſeek and find out the true Palchrum, the 


Hangſtum, the NN By which Standard and Meas 


ſure we may know Gov; and know how ta 
praiſe him, when we have learnt what 1s Praiſe-worthy. 

BE this your Search, and by theſe Means, and 
by [ this Way I have ſhewn' you. Seek for the 


every Thing, beginning as low as the 
Fields, or even the common Arts of Man- 
kind; to ſee what is Beauteous, and what contrary, 
Thus, and by the Original F ountains you are arrived 


to, you will, under Providence, attain Beauty and true 


Wildom for your ſelf; being true to Virtue : Ard 


fo GO e You. 


Sr nn. 


ND ESC OLE LOR 7, 


LETEER: VI. 


February 8th, 1 70g. | 


I COMME N D your honeſt Liberty; and therefore 
in the Uſe of it, recommend to you the Purſuit 7 
the fame Thoughts, that you have ſo honeſtly and na- 
tarally grafted upon the Stock afforded you; To which 
Gov grant a true Life and Inereaſe. . 

| 5 TIu 


( 


46243 4 
Tine E will be, when your greateſt Diſturbance will! 

| _ ariſe from that ancient Difficulty | dey 78 44d: X 

| | But when you have well inur'd your {elf to the Precepts 

| : and Speculation, which give the View of its noble Con- 

F trary (rd N; ) you will reſt fatisfied. But 

| be perſwaded, in the mean Time, that Wiſdom is more 

| from the Heart, than from the Head. Feel Goodneſs, and 

5 vou will ſee all Things fair and good. 

| | | LET it be your chief Endeavour to make Acquaintance 

J 


with what is good; that by ſeeing perfectly, by the Help ; 
Ee: of Reaſon,” what Good is, and what II; you may prove 
F * whether that, which is from Revelation, be not perfectly 
32 good and conformable to this Standard. For if ſo, the 
| 1 very End of the Goſpel proves its Truth. And that, 
Þ Which to the Vulgat is only knowable by Miracles, and 
. teachable by poſitive Precepts and Commands, to the wiſe 
F | and virtuous, is demonſtrable by the Nature of the Thing. 
'F So that how can we forbear to give our Aſſent to thoſe 
Doctrines, and that Revelation, which is deliver'd to us, 
and enforced by Miracles and Wonders ? But to us, the 
very Teſt and Proof of the Divineneſs and Truth of that 
Revelation, is from the Excellence of the Things reveal'd: 
otherwiſe the Wonders themſelves would have little Effect 
or Power: Nor could they be thorowly depended on, 
were we even as near to them, as thoſe, who lived more 
than a Thouſand Years ſince ; when they were freſhly 
wrought, and ſtrong in the Memory of Men. This is what 
alone can juſtify our Eaſineſs of Faith; and in-this reſpect 
we can never be too reſign'd, too willing, or too complaiſant. 
Max while let your 5 be /imp/e ; and turn it from 
the G deo to the Ferovs/ View Gon in Goodneſs, 
and in his Works, which have that Character. Dwell with 
Honeſty, and Beauty, and Order: Study and love what 
is of this Kind; and in Time you will know and love 


the ** THOR Farewel. 
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LETTER VI. 

May $th, 170g. 


1 AM mightily fatisfied with your writing to nie as 
you do: Pray continue. 

I L1x z your judgment and Thoughts on me Books 
you mention. The Biſhop of SA LIS BUR T's Expoſi- 
tion of the Articles is, no doubt, highly worthy of your 
Study. None can better explain the Senſe of the Church, 
than one, who is tlie greateſt Pillar of it ſince the firſt 
Founders; one, who belt explain'd and aſſerted the Refor- 
mation it ſelf; was chiefly inſtrumental in faving it from 
Popery before and at the Revolution j and is now the trueſt 
Example of Laborious, Primitive; *Pious, and Learned Epiſ- 
Copacy. The Antidote indeed; recommended to you, was 
very abſurd, as you rematk your felf t And pray have 
little to do with Controver/y of any Sort: | | 
- CntrLLINGWwoRTH aint Popery Is fiifficient 
Reading for you; and will teach you the beſt Manner of 
that Polemick Divinity. Tis enough to read what is good; 
and what you find bad lay aſide. The good you read will 
be a ſufficient Prevention and Anticipation againſt any 
Evil, that may chance come a-croſs you imperceptibly. 
Fill your ſelf with Good; and you will carry within you 
- ſufficient Anſwer to the Bad; and by a fort of Inſtinct 
ſoon diſcern the one from the other. | 
 Txv3rT your own Heart whilft you keep it honeſt; 
and can lift it up to the G o o / Truth as ſeeking that 
and that only. But keep your ſelf from Wrangling, and a 
controverſial Spirit: For more Ha'm is taken by a fierce 
ſour Anſwer to an ill Book, than from the Book it ſelf, be 
it ever fo ill. Therefore remember, I charge you, to 
avoid controverſial Writers. 

Ir the Autients, in their Purity, art as yet out of your 
Reach; 5 ſearch the Moderni, that are neareſt to them. If 
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% cannot converſe with the moſt Ancient, uſe the melt | 


Modern. For the Authors of the middle Age, and all that 
ſort of Philoſophy, as well as Divinity, will Be of little Ad- 


vantage to you. Gain the Purity of the Exgliſb, your own 
Tongue; and read whatever is eſteem'd polite or well wzit, 


that comes abroad. You n may give me an Account of this; 
MAN while Iam glad you read thoſe Modern Divines 


. of our Nation, who liv'd in this Age, and were remarkable 
for Moderation, and the Chriftian Princi ple of 'S: harity 
and Joleration. | 


Do as your Genius directs you: And if you are ks 
and good, your Genius will guide you right. But whatever 


it be, either Ancient or Modern, that you chuſe or read; or 


howev er you change your Opinion or Courſe of Study ; ; 
communicate, and you ſhall be mare TIDY, and 
adviſed the beſt I am able. 

I Txinx your Genius has dictated right to you about 
a little Pamphlet; which, it ſeems, is commonly fold with 
the Reflections lately writ upon it; which, if ſhort, I would 
not for once debar you from, but have you hear what is ſaid 


in Anſwer, leſt you ſhou'd ſeem to your ſelf miſtaken or diffi- 


dent, as to the Truth. For my own Part, I cannot but think 


from my Heart, that the Author of the Pamphlet (whatever 

Air of Humour he may give himſelf, the better to take with 
the polite World,) is molt ſincere to Virtue and Religion, 
and even to the Intereſt of our Chureh. For many of our 


Modern Aſſertors of Toleration have ſeemed to leave us deſti- 


tute of what he calls 2 Publick Leading, or Miniftry; Which 
| Notion he treats as mere Enthuſiaſm, or horrid Irreligidn. 


For, in truth, Religion cannot be left thus te ſhift for it felf, 
without the Care and Countenance of the Magiſtrate. But 
in the Remarks, or Reflections, I find the Anſwerers are ſo 
far from Underſtanding this plain Senſe of a Leading, that 
they think it means only Leading by ibe Neſe. So excellent 
are thee Gentlemen at improving Ridicule againſt themſelves. 


They care net who defends Religion; or how it is defended, 
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If it \ be: not in their Way. They cry out upon a Deluge of 
Scepticiſm breaking out and over-whelming us, in this witty 
knowing Age; and yet they will allow no Remedy p mo in 
the Caſe, no Application to the World in a more gent: 

lite, open, and free way. They for their Parts { witneſs Dr. 
A - - - againſt the good Mr. H - - v) have aſſerted Vir- 
tue upon baſer Principles, and more falſe and deſtructive by 
far, than EPIcuxus, DEMocRITUs, ArtSTIPPUs, or any 
of the Antient Atheiſts, They have ſubverted all Morality, 
all Grounds of Honeſty, and ſupplanted the whole Doctrine 
of our SaviouR, under Pretence of Magnifying his Revelay 
tion. In Philoſophy they give up all Foundations, all Prin- 
ciples of Society, and the very belt Arguments to prove the 
Being of a Deity. And, by the way, this Pamphlet, which 
they are ſo offended at, is ſo ſtrong on this Head, that the Au- 
thor aſſerts the Deity even on the Foundations of his Iunat- 
Idea, and the Power of this Notion even over Atheiſts them- 
ſelves, and by the very Conceſſion of Exicurys and that 
Sect. But no more now. Continue to inform me of 
your Reading and of New Books: And Gop be with you. 


ccc dec ch che 
P 
June 3d, 170g. 


RECEIVED yours fince your Recovery, which I 
am glad to hear of. The new Book you have diſco- 
vered, and the Account of it gave me great Satisfaction. Your 
Conjectures of it perhaps are not amiſs. Dr. TIN DAI's 
Principles, whatever they may be as to Church Government, 
are, in reſpect of Philoſophy and Theology, far wide from 
the Author's of the Rhapſody. | 

IN general truly it has happened, that all thoſe they call 
Free- Mriters now-a- days, have eſpouſed thoſe Principles, : 
hich Mr. Hoszss ſet a foot in this laſt Age. Mr. Locks, 
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gs much gs I honour him on account of other Writir 


(2iz. on Government, Policy, Trade, Coin, Education, 
Toleration &c. ) and as well as I knew him, and can anſwer 
for his Sincerity as a moſt zealous Chriſtian and Believer, did ” 
however go in the ſelf fame Track, and is follow d by the Tix- 
paL's, and all the other i ingenious Free Authors of our Time. 
Twas Mr. Locks, that ſtruck the home Blow: For 


. Mr. Honnes' 's Character and baſe ſlaviſh Principles i in Go- 


vernment took off the Poyſon of his Philoſophy. *Twas Mr. 
Lockx that ſtruck at all Fundamentals, threw all Order and © 
Virtue out of the World, and made the very Ideas of theſg 
(which are the fame as theſe of Gop) unnatural, and with- 
out Foundation in our Minds. Innate is a Word he poorly 


plays upon: The right Word, tho' leſs uſed, is connatgrah 


F or what has Birth or Progreſs of the Fetus out of the Womb 
to do in this Caſe? The Queſtion is not about the Time the 


Ideas enter'd, or the Moment that one Body came out of the 


other : -But whether the Conſtitution of Man be ſuch,. that 
being adult and grown up, at ſuch, or ſuch a Time, ſooner or 
later ( no matter when ) the Idea and Senſe of Order, Ad- 
miniſtration, and a GO will not infallibly, Re 

neceſſarily ſpring up in him. | 
Tux comes the credulous Mr. Locke, with bs Indian, 
Barbarian Stories of wild Nations, that have na ſuch Idea, 
(as Travellers, learned Authors! and Men of Truth! and 


great Philoſophere! have inform d him 3) not conſidering, 


that this is but a Negative upon a Hearſay, and fo circumtat- 


_ tiated, that the Faith of the Indiqn Denyer may be as well 
| queſtion d, as the Veracity or Judgment of the Relater ; who 


cannot be ſappoſed to know ſufficiently the Myſteries and | 
Secrets of thoſe Barbarians; whoſe Language they but i im- 
perfectly þ know; and to whom we good Chriſtians have by | 
eur little Mercy given ſufficient Reaſon to conceal many Se- 
crets from us; as we know particularly i in reſpect of Simples 
and Vegetables : Of which tho! we got the Peruvian Bark, 
and ſomg other noble Remędies; yet tis certain, that through | 
| | thy 
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the Crueltʒy of the Spaniards, as they have own'd l 
many Secrets in Medicinal Affairs have been ſuppreſo d. 

Bur Mr. Locks, who had more Faith, and was moro 
learn'd in Modern Wonder-WWriters, than in Antient Philoſo- 
phy, gave up an Argument for the Deity, which Ciczxo 
{ tho' a profeſs'd Sgeptict) would not explode: j and which 
even the chicf of the Atheiſtick Philoſophers anciently ac- 

 knowledged, and foly'd only by their primus in orve : 
Deos fecit Timor. | 
Tuus Virtue, according to Mr. Locks, has no * 
Meaſure, Law, or Rule, than Fgſbian and Cuſtom: Mora- 
lity, Juſtice, Equity, depend only on Law and Will: And 
Gov indeed is a perfect Free Agent in his Senſe; that is, 
Free to any Thing, that is however Ill: For if he wills i It: 
will be made Good; Virtue may be Vice, and Vice Virtue 
in its Turn, if he pleaſes. And thus neither Right nor. 
Wrong, Virtue nor Fice are any thing in themſelves ; nor is 
there any Trace or Idea of them naturally imprinted on 
Human Minds. Experience and our Catechiſm teach ug 
all! I ſuppoſe 'tis ſomething of like Kind, which teaches 
Birds their Neſts, and how to fly the Minute they have full 
Feathers. Your THzocLss, whom you commend fo 
much, laughs at this; and, as modeſtly as he can, aſks a 
| Leckift, whether the Idea of Noman (and what is ſought 
alter in Woman, ) be not taught alſo by ſome Catechiſm, and 
: dictated to the Man. Perhaps if wg had no Schools of Venus, 
nor ſuch horrid lewd Books, or lewd Companions; we 
might have no Underſtanding of this, till we were taught by 
our Parents; And if the Tradition ſhould happen to be 
loſt; the Race of Mankind might periſh in a ſober Na- 
tion. This is very poor Philoſophy: But the Gib: 


beriſh of the Schools, for theſe ſeveral Centuries, has, in 
thoſe latter Days of Liberty, made any contrary Philoſophy 
of good Reliſh, and highly Savoury with all Men of Witz 
ſuch as have been Emancipated from the egregious Form of 
[Ingen Bondage, But I ſee you are on a better Scent. 
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I can fay no more at preſent: Only I would not live 
you inquire further, as yet, after that Book, Entituled; An 
 * Inquiry : Becauſe it was an imperfect Thing, brought into 
- the World many Years ſince, chntrary to the Author's Deſign, | 
« In his Abſence beyond Sea, and in a diſguis'd diſorder'd Style. 
It may one Day perhaps be ſet righter ; ſince other Things 


| b j have made it to be inquired after. Have Patience in the mean 
Ti _ While, and continue your Studies. Diſpute with no Body on 
þ any Subject. Keep your Remarks to your ſelf; and cultivate 
15 che good Maxims and Principles you have received. Be 


. humble in all your Manners, Geſture, and Behaviour; For 
that chiefly ſuits with the Character deſign d. Gop guide 
you in all true Piety, Moderation, and Virtue. Farewel. 


I dene SSIS 
Is 5% December 30, 1 709. 
| bj / 1 HEART IL v approv'd your Method and Deſign, 


1 and continue to do ſo. Get what you can of the Greek 
1 | : Language: "Tis the Fountain of all; not only of polite 
Learning and Philoſophy, but of Divinity alſo, as being the 
| Language of our Sacred Oracles. For even the Old Teſta- 

ment is in its beſt and trueſt Language in the Septuagint. 

All that you can get of Leiſure from other Exerciſe and 

the required School-Learning, apply to Greek. | 
THe few good Books of our Divines and Merali it, 

which you have diſcovered by your own Sagacity, will 
| ſerve you both for Language and Thought. 

Da. More's Enchiridion Ethicum, is a right good 
1 Piece of ſound Morals; tho" the Doctor himſelf, in other 
g 12 | Engliſh Pieces, could not abide by it; but made different 
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| | Ws! Excurſions into other Regions, and was perhaps as great an 
1 Enthuſiaſt, as any of thoſe, whom he = wrote againſt. 
1 j However, he was a learned and a good Man. 

FER ' RememBER my former Cautionsand Recommendations: 


1 And endeavdur above all Things to avoid the Conceit and 
1 7 8 „ 5 OG 5 Pride, 


K 
Pride, which is almoſt naturally inherent ts the Function an 
Calling you are about to undertake. And fince we think fit 
| to call it-Priz/thood, fee that it be of fuch a Kind, as may not 
male you ſay or think of your ſelf in the Preſence of another, 
that you are holier than he. Tis a ſolemn Part; but ſee and 
beware, that the Soſemnity do not abuſe you. And remem- 


ber, that H E, whom you own to be your Hafer and Lo 


giſlator, made no Laws relating to Civil Power, or interfer: - 
ing with it. So that all the Preheminenee, Wealth, or Pen- 

ion; which you receive, or expect to receive, by Help of this 
aſſum'd Character, is from the Publick, whence both the Au- 
thority and Profit is derived; and on which it legally des 
pends; all other Pretenſions of Prięſts being Jewiſh and Hea- 
theniſh, and in our State Seditious, Diſloyal, and F actious; 
ſuch as is that Spirit, which now reigns in our Univerſities, 
and where the High- Church-Men ( as they are call d) are 
prevalent. But to this (thank Go) our Parliament, inter- 
poling at this Inſtant, gives a Check, by proceeding againſt 
Dr. S- I, and advancing Mr. H-----Y, of whom E 
have often ſpoke to you. 

No more now, but Gop bleſs your Studies and Endea- 
vours. Never was more need of a Spirit of Moderation and 
Chriſtianity among thoſe, who are entring on the Miniſterial 
Function; ſince the contrary Spirit has poſſeſs'd almoſt the 
whole Prieſthood, beyond all former Phanaticks. Gob 

ſend you all true Chri/tianity, with that Temper, 5 and 
Manners, which become it. Farewel. 
Attttttitttttttttttiitttt 
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| BELIEVD indeed; it was your expecting me every 
Day at *®, that prevented your Writing, ſince you 
received Orders from the good Biſhop, my Lord of SaLts- 
BURY ; Who. as he has done more, than any Man living, 
for the Good and Honour of the Church of ExcLanp and 
the Reform'd Religion; fo he now ſuffers more than any 
e Man 
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Man from the Tongues and Slander of -thoſe' wigrateful 
Church-men; who may well call themſelves by that fingle 


| Termof Diſtinction, having no Claim to that of Chrifjaniry. 


or Proteſtant ; ſince they have thrown off all the Temper of 
the former, and all Concern or Intereſt with the latter. 
I nor whatever Advice the great and good Biſhop gave 
you; will ſink deeply into your Mind z and that your receiv- 
ing Orders from the Hands of ſo worthy a Prelate will be one 
of the Circumſtances; which may help to inſure your Steddi- 


neſs in Honeſty, good Principles, Moderation, and true Chri- 
Fianity; which are now ſet at Nought, and at Defiance, by 
the far greater Part and Numbers of that Body of Clergy call'd 


the Church of ENGLAND 3 who no more eſteemi themſelves a 
Proteſtant Church; or in Union with thoſe of Proteſtant Com- 


munion; tho” they pretend to the Name of Chri/tian, and 


would have us judge of the Spirit of Chriſtianity from 
theirs: Which Gon prevent ! leſt good Men ſhould in 
Time forſake Chriſtianity through their Means. 


As for my Part of Kindneſs and Friendſhip to you ; I ſhall 
| be ſufficiently recompenced, if you prove ( as you have ever 


promis'd ) a virtuous, pious, ſober; and ſtudious Man, as be- 
comes the ſolemn Charge belonging to you. But you have 


vs been brought into the World, and come into Orders, in the 


worſt Time for Inſolence, Riot, Pride, and Preſumption of 
| — men; that I ever knew; or have read of; tho' I have 
ſearched far into the Characters of High Church-Men from 
the firſt Centuries, in which they grew to be dignify'd with 
Crowns and Purple, to the late Times of our — 
tion, and to our preſent Age. RS . 
Tux thorough Knowledge you have had of me, and the 
Direction of all my Studies and Life to the Promotion of Re- 
ligion, Virtue, and the Good of Mankind, will (I hope) be 
of ſome good Example to you: At leaſt it will be a Hindrance 


to your being ſeduc'd by Infamies and Calumnies; ſuch as 
are thrown upon the Men call'd Moderate, and in their Style 


Indifferent in Religion, Heterodox, and Heretical. _ 
Pray Gop to bleſs you in your new Function with 


. all the true Virtue, Humility, Moderation, and Meekneſs, 


get. 


N 


which becomes it. I am your 500 Friend. 
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